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The East Broad Top Railroad & Coal Co.(EBT) was originally char-
tered on April 16, 1856 to mine and transport coal from the rich Broad Top '\
Mountain field. Due to lack of financing, however, the railroad did not become \:.
areality until fifteen years later when the Rockhill Iron & Coal Co.(RIC) was in-
corporated. The founders, a group of Philadelphia businessmen, bought a control-
ling interest in EBT stock, and made plans to construct a narrow-gauge railway.
The line was opened from Mt Union to Rockhill Furnace, PA on August 30, 1873,
and was completed in I874 to the company-built village of Robertsdale which was
developing around Rockhill No.l Mine. In |89, the tracks were extended to a new
mine at Woodvale. Trains made several daily runs to Mt. Union where coal was
transferred to the standard-gauge cars of the Pennsylvania Railroad.

At Rockhill Furnace, the company built an extensive shops complex and
engine house. With its steam-generated/belt-driven machinery, the EBT was
almost totally self-sufficient, maintaining its rolling stock and constructing its
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railway bridge. A new building was constructed to house the EBT offices and a
passenger station, which bears the name of the neighboring borough of Orbisonia.
In [919, the EBT was purchased by Madeira, Hill & Co.(MHC). At Mt. Union,

MHC established a coal cleaning plant and a "timber transfer" to change trucks
of standard-gauge cars to move on EBT rails. In /1938, after MHC’s bankrupicy,
bondholders reorganized the.company as the Rockhill Coal Co. After World
War Il, rising labor costs, crippling strikes, diminishing coal deposits and a de-
creasing market took their toll. Finally, in April 1956, the last coal run was
made to Mt Union. In 1960, passenger service was restored to celebrate the
bicentennial of Orbisonia. The EBT was designated a National Historic Landmark
in 1964, and is the only narrow-gauge railroad still operating in the East.
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« All buildings were located in field
using transit unless noted by ©

+ All building dimensions verified in
field. Station(13) based on drawings
by Lee Rainey & field dimensions.

«Trackage locations approximated
using ICC map(I917) and field
dimensions and observation.

* Standard gauge track in Shade Gap
Electric Railway area(Buildings 39
to49) is not indicated.

SHADE GAP EXTENSION

COAL

1 Machine Shop

2 Boilers/Stationary
Steam Engine

3 Car Barn/Carpentry
Shop

4 Foundry

5 Pattern Storage Room

6 Air Brake Testing Shop

7 Electrical Shop

8 Blacksmith Shop

9 Fenced Yard

1o Scale Area

11 Coal Pit

12 National Historic
Landmark Marker

13 Orbisonia Passenger
Station (EBT offices)

14 Time Capsule Marker

15 Engine House(Roundhouse)

16 Bus Garage

17 Turntable

18 Ash Pit

19 Paint Shop

20 Markle House (Former
EBT Offices)®

21 Store House (0riginal

Farmhouse)

22 Store House Addition
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23 Store House Addition

24 Store House Addition

25 Shed

26 Shed

27 Shed

28 Water Column

29 Maintenance Pit

30 Sand House

31 Ice House

32 Toileto®

33 Stock Shed®

34 Lumber Shed ®

35 Shed

36 Shed

37 Coal Tipple

38 Executive Coach
House (Not Extant)

39 Tool Shed (»)®

40 Tool Shed (?)

41 Tool Shed(?)

42 Freight Station

43 Unknown

44 Unknown

45 Unknown ®

46 Modern Trolley Barn

47 Modern Trolley Barn

48 Tool Shed ©

49 Tool Shed o
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